Controversies in acetabular fractures.
Open reduction and internal fixation has become the standard of care for the treatment of most displaced acetabular fractures. As surgical techniques have become refined, long term results of surgical fixation have improved. During the past 10 to 15 years, several controversies have surfaced in the orthopaedic literature regarding the treatment of acetabular fractures. The recent literature regarding acetabular fixation was reviewed. Controversies include the most efficacious surgical approach for complex acetabular fractures; the effectiveness of intraoperative sciatic nerve monitoring; the most effective method of prophylaxis against deep vein thrombosis; and the indications for and method of prophylaxis against heterotopic bone formation.